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ABF Freight Drivers Qualify for 2018 National Truck Driving Championships 
• ArcBest carrier ABF Freight will send 18 drivers to 81st annual competition 

 
FORT SMITH, Arkansas, August 13, 2018 — ArcBest® (Nasdaq: ARCB), a leading logistics company with creative 
problem solvers who deliver integrated solutions, is pleased to announce that its less-than-truckload carrier ABF 
Freight® will send 18 professional drivers to the 2018 National Truck Driving Championships. 

To qualify for the national competition, drivers must win first place in their respective class during state truck 
driving championships, and they must maintain an accident-free driving record for the preceding 12 months. 

“These 18 drivers are excellent representatives for ABF Freight and the trucking industry,” said Tim Thorne, ABF 
Freight president. “I’m very proud of their professionalism and their strong commitment to safety. I wish them 
the best of luck at nationals.” 

Drivers who will represent ABF Freight are: Gerald Benavidez, New Mexico, Flatbed; David Boyer, Virginia, Twin 
Trailers; James Fabian, Oklahoma, Straight Truck; Ralph Garcia, New Mexico, Sleeper; Kirk Haggard, Arkansas, 
Twin Trailers; A.J. Kelly, Wyoming, 3-Axle; Carl Marquez, New Mexico, Tanker; Tim McElwaney, Georgia, 5-Axle; 
Tim Melody, Idaho, Tanker; Don Nichols, Maryland, 4-Axle; Duane Oldfield, New Mexico, 5-Axle; Clint Rast, 
Nebraska, Straight Truck; Tony Spero, Connecticut, Tanker; Kirk Weis, New Mexico, Straight Truck; Todd 
Wilemon, Mississippi, Flatbed; Don Wood, New Mexico, 4-Axle; Ernie Wood, Vermont, 4-Axle; and Ronnie 
Worring, Arkansas, Straight Truck. Kelly, McElwaney and Melody also were grand champions in their respective 
states. 

At the National Truck Driving Championships, drivers will take a written examination that tests their knowledge 
of trucking facts, rules, statistics and safety protocols, look for defects as part of their pre-trip inspection, and 
complete a difficult driving course. Hosted by the American Trucking Associations, the annual event dates to 
1937. The National Truck Driving Championships and the affiliated state truck driving championships are a great 
incentive for professional truck drivers to operate safely.  

“Truck drivers are passionate, highly skilled professionals who practice safety on our nation’s highways every 
day,” said ATA President and CEO Chris Spear. “For 81 years, we’ve been fortunate to hold an annual 
competition in order to let these drivers demonstrate their skills and knowledge in a competitive environment.” 

The National Truck Driving Championships will be held Aug. 15-18 in Columbus, Ohio. More than 420 drivers will 
compete at the event. 

https://www.arcb.com/
http://www.trucking.org/


ABOUT ARCBEST 

ArcBest® (Nasdaq: ARCB) is a leading logistics company with creative problem solvers who deliver integrated 
solutions. We’ll find a way to deliver knowledge, expertise and a can-do attitude with every shipment and 
supply chain solution, household move or vehicle repair. At ArcBest, we’re More Than LogisticsSM. For more 
information, visit arcb.com. 
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